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Section 17: Motivations to Engage in Risky Behaviors

Section 17—which deals with potential motivations to engage in or refrain from sexual intercourse before marriage—is
administered only to respondents who are at least 15 years old (and who are not married).

The next questions are about how you would feel about having sexual intercourse at this time in your life. 
Some people have sexual intercourse before they get married.  Others do not.  For these questions, it doesn’t
matter whether you yourself have had intercourse.  Just indicate whether you agree or disagree with the
statements.

[Hand R show card 5.]

This section is administered if MARRIED = “no” and respondent $ 15.

1. If you had sexual intercourse, your friends would respect you more. H1MO1 num 1

138 1 strongly agree

427 2 agree

1454 3 neither agree nor disagree

1422 4 disagree

916 5 strongly disagree

20 6 refused

2074 7 legitimate skip [married or <15]

52 8 don’t know

1 9 not applicable

2. If you had sexual intercourse, your partner would lose respect for
you. H1MO2 num 1

261 1 strongly agree

463 2 agree

1363 3 neither agree nor disagree

1568 4 disagree

681 5 strongly disagree

27 6 refused

2074 7 legitimate skip [married or <15]

66 8 don’t know
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1 9 not applicable

3. If you had sexual intercourse, afterward, you would feel guilty. H1MO3 num 1

696 1 strongly agree

798 2 agree

1182 3 neither agree nor disagree

1219 4 disagree

448 5 strongly disagree

25 6 refused

2074 7 legitimate skip [married or <15]

61 8 don’t know

1 9 not applicable

If MOM, ask Q.4.
4. If you had sexual intercourse, it would upset {NAME OF

MOTHER}. H1MO4 num 1

1675 1 strongly agree

1136 2 agree

719 3 neither agree nor disagree

407 4 disagree

143 5 strongly disagree

21 6 refused

2348 7 legitimate skip [married or <15 or no MOM]

54 8 don’t know

1 9 not applicable

5. If you had sexual intercourse, it would give you a great deal of
physical pleasure. H1MO5 num 1

617 1 strongly agree

1390 2 agree

1588 3 neither agree nor disagree

463 4 disagree
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239 5 strongly disagree

35 6 refused

2074 7 legitimate skip [married or <15]

97 8 don’t know

1 9 not applicable

6. If you had sexual intercourse, it would relax you. H1MO6 num 1

314 1 strongly agree

1052 2 agree

1946 3 neither agree nor disagree

678 4 disagree

293 5 strongly disagree

39 6 refused

2074 7 legitimate skip [married or <15]

107 8 don’t know

1 9 not applicable

7. If R is male:  If you had sexual intercourse, it would make you more
attractive to women.
If R is female:  If you had sexual intercourse, it would make you more
attractive to men. H1MO7 num 1

129 1 strongly agree

318 2 agree

1622 3 neither agree nor disagree

1363 4 disagree

889 5 strongly disagree

32 6 refused

2074 7 legitimate skip [married or <15]

76 8 don’t know

1 9 not applicable

8. If you had sexual intercourse, you would feel less lonely. H1MO8 num 1
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144 1 strongly agree

595 2 agree

1412 3 neither agree nor disagree

1395 4 disagree

782 5 strongly disagree

30 6 refused

2074 7 legitimate skip [married or <15]

71 8 don’t know

1 9 not applicable

9. If R is male:  If you got someone pregnant, it would be embarrassing
for your family.
If R is female:  If you got pregnant, it would be embarrassing for your
family. H1MO9 num 1

1515 1 strongly agree

1089 2 agree

720 3 neither agree nor disagree

726 4 disagree

295 5 strongly disagree

25 6 refused

2074 7 legitimate skip [married or <15]

59 8 don’t know

1 9 not applicable

10. If R is male:  If you got someone pregnant, it would be embarrassing
for you.
If R is female:  If you got pregnant, it would be embarrassing for you. H1MO10 num 1

1611 1 strongly agree

1038 2 agree

587 3 neither agree nor disagree

762 4 disagree

358 5 strongly disagree
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23 6 refused

2074 7 legitimate skip [married or <15]

50 8 don’t know

1 9 not applicable

11. If R is male:  If you got someone pregnant, you would have to quit
school.
If R is female:  If you got pregnant, you would have to quit school. H1MO11 num 1

328 1 strongly agree

540 2 agree

715 3 neither agree nor disagree

1755 4 disagree

995 5 strongly disagree

24 6 refused

2074 7 legitimate skip [married or <15]

68 8 don’t know

5 9 not applicable

12. If R is male:  If you got someone pregnant, you might marry the wrong
person, just to get married.
If R is female:  If you got pregnant, you might marry the wrong person,
just to get married. H1MO12 num 1

516 1 strongly agree

1001 2 agree

776 3 neither agree nor disagree

1225 4 disagree

822 5 strongly disagree

26 6 refused

2074 7 legitimate skip [married or <15]

63 8 don’t know

1 9 not applicable



In Home Questionnaire Code Book, S.17
Public Use Sample

Variable Type/
Frequency Code Response Name Length

INHOME.CBK/APR98 6

13. If R is male:  If you got someone pregnant, you would be forced to
grow up too fast.
If R is female:  If you got pregnant, you would be forced to grow up
too fast. H1MO13 num 1

1505 1 strongly agree

1687 2 agree

455 3 neither agree nor disagree

490 4 disagree

214 5 strongly disagree

22 6 refused

2074 7 legitimate skip [married or <15]

56 8 don’t know

1 9 not applicable

14. If R is male:  If you got someone pregnant, you would have to help her
decide whether or not to have the baby, and that would be stressful
and difficult.
If R is female:  If you got pregnant, you would have to decide whether
or not to have the baby, and that would be stressful and difficult. H1MO14 num 1

1654 1 strongly agree

1450 2 agree

401 3 neither agree nor disagree

494 4 disagree

351 5 strongly disagree

25 6 refused

2074 7 legitimate skip [married or <15]

54 8 don’t know

1 9 not applicable


